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[Abstract] In the globalized world, learning more than one language is mostly required. As we are
well aware of learning a second language, people start learning a language in a later age but studies
have shown that it is beneficial and effective to learn at an early age. There are development stages
to when children first learn a language and there are 5 stages in learning a second language. Studies
have state that age and acquisition of second language is related. However studies have also shown
that it is possible for adults to also learn language in a faster speed like the children.
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[Introduction]
We are living in a globalized world where we
interact with countless number of people every
day. In the past when technology was not as
developed as today and interaction with
foreigners was only for those highly educated.
However, most encounter a foreign language
everyday and we feel the need to learn them.
However, most people start learning a second
language at a later age in secondary school or
even later. Studies have been conducted for a
long time and have shown that there is a
certain age in learning a language best and the
process of learning a language is indeed precise
and complicated.
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Before getting into depth of learning a foreign
language, it is important to know the
relationship between language and age.
Research has shown that through the
phonological development, lexical development,
and morpho-syntactic development stages,
language mechanism is build up. All these
stages are part of the early ages and they divide
up to sound, words, and grammar.

[Phonological Development]
The phonological development is the first stage
which involves the ability to hear and
distinguish the language being used.An infant
would first start with cries and noises then
would start babbling words at 6 to 10months of
age. They begin by making same sounds and
when they are 18 months old, they have gained
the mental ability to produce sounds as they
wish.

www.tbsjournal.org.uk

1

The British Scholarship Journal

Volume-1, Issue-1, December 2016

[Lexical Development]
In the lexical development stage when the child
starts to understand words and be able to
produce them. An infant can start
understanding the first words from earliest
5months of age and will be able to produce
them from 10 to 15 months of age. When
he/she is 18 months old, the child will be able
to produce approximately 50 words. After 20,
21 months of age, the child will rapidly pick up
the pace of learning the vocabulary.

[Morpho-syntatic Development]

[FIGURE 2] Five stages of acquisition of second
language.

Then follows the morpho-syntatic development
stage where the child begins to combine words.
This stage occurs at around the age of two. The
combined words are used to make sentences
but it is not complete sentences. Grammar is
usually completed at the age of four.

[Pre-production]

[Acquisition of Second Language]

This is the first stage of 0 to 6 months when a
person is exposed to a new language. In this
stage, a person could be able to listen to few
words but rarely be able to speak up and only
point or nod.

With the understanding that the basic is the
most important, research states that children
learn languages best before the age of ten.
Additionally, according to an article, Harvard
University confirmed through studies that
learning more languages are actually helping in
increasing critical thinking skills, creativity, and
flexibility.
In learning a second language, there are five
stages to it starting: Pre-production (Silent
Period), Early Production, Speech Emergence,
Intermediate Fluency, and Advanced Fluency.
[Early Production]
This is the second stage when it is in the 6 – 12
months since starting a new language. The
student would pick up vocabulary and would
make phrases and use present-tense verbs
which are simple to use.
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[Speech Emergence]
Then the next stage between 1 to 3 years of
learning would be the speech emergence stage
where
he/she
would
have
learned
approximately 3,000 words and make simple
sentences still with grammatical mistakes. The
student would at this stage have good
comprehension skills as well.
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[Advanced Fluency]
The last stage of advanced fluency could take 5
to 7 years where the student would be able to
use the second language fluently.

[Intermediate Fluency]
Between 3 – 5 years of starting a language,
he/she will enter the intermediate fluency stage
where he/she has excellent comprehension
skills and make very few grammatical mistakes.
The student would be able to make complicated
sentences from the 6,000 words learned.
He/she will be able to express himself/herself
well through speech or even through writing.
[FIGURE 3] Five stages of acquisition of second
language.
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doors to other cultures and they are able to
have access to various environment, resource,
people, culture, and locations.

[FIGURE 4] Diagram showing the relationship
between age acquisition of a second language
and language skill.
There also have been suggestions that there are
benefits to learning a second language at a
young age. Academies have given several
reasons and in common, they suggest that it
helps the child gain better linguistic skills, have
cognitive benefits, have higher academic
achievements, cultural enrichment, and also
have societal contributions.
As mentioned previously, being exposed to a
language from an early age as even three would
be easier for the child to learn than later in life.
The ability to hear and reproduce new sounds
and to take in new vocabulary slows down.
Additionally, by studying more than one
language, it helps the child gain better skills in
problem solving, critical thinking, become more
creative and flexible, have better memory,
improve multi-tasking abilities, and also
develop
the
concept
of
‘object
permanence.’Children who are bilingual also
have shown that they have better critical
thinking, problem solving skills and greater
mental flexibility such as in math and
standardized test including the SAT.
People say, that in order to fully understand the
culture of another country, it is only possible
you one knows the language well. It is the same
for children because foreign language opens
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[FIGURE 5] Benefits of learning a second
language at an early age

According to a research, children who are
bilingual and monolingual are different in a way
of vocabulary capacity where bilinguals tend to
have a smaller capacity. However, bilinguals’
metalinguistic awareness which is their
understanding of the linguistic structure is
similar to monolinguals or sometimes even
better. Also, when children learn two languages
that share similar writing system such as English
and French as suggested in the research, they
showed accelerated progress compared to
learning languages with different writing system.
Real life cases and stories have shown that
children in general pick up a language faster
than adults do. Children who study multi
languages in school are able to speak more
languages then those who learn in their later
age.
Also parents who speak multi language with
their children from young age and exposed to
4
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various languages continuous through listening,
reading, and practicing showed stronger
academic skills and acquire a language even
more quickly.
However, there have been statements that
adults can too learn a language quickly. It is
because adults already have pre-existing
knowledge of languages and the process is
learning a language is different for children and
adults.

When adults first learn a new language, they
already have basic understand of how a
language works and already has a strong base in
one language on its grammar and vocabulary.
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[Conclusion]
By learning a language at an early age, the child
will not only quickly pick up a language, but also
help the child gain cognitive benefits. Being
able to acquire more than one language will not
only improve the child’s academic skill but will
also help him/her become more optimistic and
open-minded. The child being able to speak
more than one language will help the child
absorb various cultures and eventually play an
important role in the society that requires
someone who can speak various languages. In
the future, it will also help the child gain a job
he/she desires and contribute to the society as
well.

★★★★★
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